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2nd Generation 

Christians 

 Why are you a Christian today? Why are you 

a member of the church you are currently a member 

of? Why do you believe the way that you believe? 

 I am afraid that the answer to these questions 

is far too often, “Because that’s how I was raised.” 

Now, please don’t get me wrong. I hope that you 

were raised to believe and obey the truth! However, 

I also hope that is not the reason for your belief and 

obedience. 

 I am a “second generation Christian” in the 

sense that my parents are Christians and members of 

the church of Christ. Actually, to my knowledge, I 

am at least a “fourth generation Christian” – as not 

only are both of my parents Christians; but, three of 

four of my grandparents are Christians, and four of 

eight of my great-grandparents were Christians. Yet, 

even though I have been raised to believe and obey 

the truth, this is not the reason I am a Christian and 

a member of the church of Christ today! Still, I am 

truly thankful for the good teaching and examples I 

have been given throughout my life.  

 In this study, I want to challenge everyone 

who has had Christian parents (or other close family 

members who greatly influenced your decision to be 

a Christian) to evaluate the reason why you are a 

Christian today. Through this lesson I want to 

encourage you to be thankful for the privileges that 

come from having a Christian family. I also want to 

encourage you to be aware of some challenges that 

come from having a Christian family. Then, I want 

to learn how to develop a personal faith. 

Lois, Eunice, And Timothy 

2 Timothy 1:3-5 

 As Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:3-

5, notice what he said about his family and their faith:  

“I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, 

as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember 

you in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to 

see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be 

filled with joy, when I call to remembrance the 

genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am 

persuaded is in you also.” 

The genuine faith that “dwelt first” in Lois 

and Eunice 

 From this passage, we can conclude that both 

Timothy’s mother (Eunice) and his grandmother 

(Lois) were Christians. As Paul expressed his joy 

over Timothy’s genuine (sincere, not pretend) faith, 

he was reminded that this genuine faith first was 

present in Timothy’s mother and grandmother. So, 

since this genuine faith dwelt first in Timothy’s 

mother and grandmother (and did not occur 

simultaneously), it is reasonable to conclude that 

these two individuals were influential in Timothy’s 

instruction to become a Christian and possess this 

genuine faith for himself! This would make Timothy 

a sort of “third generation Christian” (in the sense we 

are studying about today). 

 It is, however, notable to consider the fact 

that Timothy’s father does not appear to have been a 

Christian. Notice how the Scriptures introduce us to 

Timothy in Acts 16:1:  “Then he came to Derbe and 

Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, 

named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.” Again, I say 

that Timothy’s father does not appear to have been a 

Christian. You notice how his mother is clearly 

identified as being a believer (along with her Jewish 

nationality), but his father is only identified by the 

term “Greek.” 

 It is certainly commendable to consider the 

good teaching and influence that Lois and Eunice 
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must have provided for Timothy throughout his 

youth (even though Timothy’s father appears not to 

have been a Christian). It certainly appears as if they 

fulfilled the God-given responsibility to teach 

Timothy about the Lord! Notice what Paul writes 

concerning Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:15:  “and that 

from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” Consider, 

then, how Lois and Eunice had (presumably) passed 

on what they had learned to Timothy so that he could 

develop his own personal faith in Christ Jesus; who, 

in turn, taught others the gospel’s message he had 

received! This was just as Paul told Timothy to do to 

others:  “And the things that you have heard from me 

among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 

2:2). 

The genuine faith that was now in Timothy 

 Now that you have considered the fact that 

Timothy’s mother and grandmother both possessed a 

genuine faith (and it is reasonable to conclude that 

they attempted to develop that same kind of genuine 

faith in Timothy), I want you to notice what is said 

about Timothy’s faith in 2 Timothy 1:5. Look at the 

passage again:  “when I call to remembrance the 

genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am 

persuaded is in you also.” 

 Notice that the genuine faith “dwelt first” in 

Timothy’s mother and grandmother. But, this 

genuine faith did not dwell only in Lois and Eunice! 

That is, Lois and Eunice did not have a genuine faith 

– and then Timothy have a pretend or less-than-

sincere faith. The passage clearly indicates that 

Timothy had a genuine faith himself. 

 Therefore, we can conclude that the reason 

Timothy was a Christian was not because of Lois and 

Eunice (though he was likely influenced greatly by 

them). Instead, we can conclude that the reason 

Timothy was a Christian was because he personally 

examined the message of the gospel and decided to 

give his life entirely to the obedience of Jesus Christ!  

 Then, as Timothy matured in his own 

personal faith, we read about him doing great things 

for the Lord! Again, when we are introduced to 

Timothy in Acts 16, consider what else is said about 

Timothy (verses 2-5):  “He was well spoken of by the 

brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium. Paul 

wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him 

and circumcised him because of the Jews who were 

in that region, for they all knew that his father was 

Greek. And as they went through the cities, they 

delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were 

determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 

So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and 

increased in number daily.” 

 In this one passage we can see so much about 

Timothy’s faith! When Paul found Timothy, he had 

a good reputation among the brethren. The indication 

would be that he was serving the Lord in whatever 

capacity he was capable! Next, the passage tells us 

that Paul “wanted” to have Timothy go with him on 

his journey. The scriptures clearly help us to see (i.e. 

Acts 15:36-41) that Paul did not choose to have just 

anyone go along on his journeys with him. So, this is 

a tremendous testimony to Timothy’s faith – that 

Paul saw something in Timothy that he desired for 

Timothy to accompany him on his journeys. Then, 

the passage points to the willingness of Timothy to 

do whatever he could do to be the most effective in 

the Lord’s service (i.e. as seen in that he was willing 

to be circumcised to increase his influence among the 

Jews). Finally, the work that Timothy was involved 

in resulted in churches being strengthened in the faith 

and the numbers of the disciples increasing daily. 

 While there are certainly other passages we 

could consider regarding Timothy’s work as a 

Christian and an evangelist, this one passage is 

sufficient in making the point that Timothy’s faith 

was a genuine personal faith! His mother and his 

grandmother likely had a tremendous influence on 

him. But, he made a personal decision to make his 

faith in Christ Jesus his own – and not one that was 

dependent upon anyone else! Still, the fruit of the 

work of Lois and Eunice can clearly be seen in 

Timothy and in the good that he accomplished 

through their influence!  
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Privileges Of “Second 

Generation Christians” 

 There are some “privileges” that come along 

with being “second generation Christians” that those 

who did not have Christian families do not have. 

These are not any special privileges in the sense of 

having better standing with the Lord. Instead, these 

are simply blessings that are enjoyed by those who 

have had Christian families. 

Romans 3:1-2 

 As we consider some of the privileges that are 

involved in being “second generation Christians,” I 

see some similarity in what Paul wrote concerning 

the Jews in Romans 3:1-2. Paul wrote, “What 

advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of 

circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because 

to them were committed the oracles of God.” 

 Now, before we get into what Paul told the 

Jews their advantage was over the Gentiles and how 

that is similar to the privileges of “second generation 

Christians,” please understand that the advantage (in 

either case) is not a difference in salvation. Later in 

the chapter, Paul asked, “Are we better than they?” 

(3:9). His conclusion is “Not at all” because both 

Jews and Gentiles “are under sin” (3:9). He says, 

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the 

law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through 

faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 

For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, being justified freely by 

His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 

blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 

passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 

that He might be just and the justifier of the one who 

has faith in Jesus” (3:21-26). 

 So, the advantage is not that one deserves 

salvation and the other does not. The advantage is not 

that one is more favored in the eyes of God than the 

other. This is true for both Jews and Gentiles – and 

those who have had Christian families and those who 

have not. 

 Still, Paul said that there was an advantage in 

being a Jew – and said that advantage was that they 

had been entrusted with the words of God! Those 

who were Jews, therefore, should not have been 

strangers to worshiping God (as they were to worship 

God under to the Old Testament). The Jews should 

have had strong morals engrained in them from their 

youth (as the Old Testament Law included a very 

strict moral code of conduct). And, the Jews should 

have been looking for Jesus and been more receptive 

to Him when He came into the world (because the 

Old Testament foretold about Jesus). So, there was 

an advantage in being a Jew. Their background 

should have helped them to serve Jesus Christ! 

 In a similar way, those who have had 

Christian families have some great privileges. Let’s 

consider a few of these privileges. 

Taught to honor God from youth 

 Solomon wrote, “Remember now your 

Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult 

days come, And the years draw near when you say, 

‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). 

Those who have Christian families should have 

received instruction in God’s word from the times of 

their youth! So, the word of God should be very 

familiar to these individuals and keep them away 

from many of the common pitfalls of youth! 

 Parents are taught that they have the 

responsibility to teach their children the ways of God 

from their youth. Consider the following passages as 

a sample. 

 God instructed the Israelites to teach their 

children His ways, having His ways always in front 

of them:  “And these words which I command you 

today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 

way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You 

shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall 

be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9). 



6 

 

 Solomon wrote, “Train up a child in the way 

he should go, And when he is old he will not depart 

from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 

 Paul instructed (specifically to fathers):  

“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to 

wrath, but bring them up in the training and 

admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

 So, if you have been blessed to have (or to 

have had) a Christian family (i.e. Christian parents, 

Christian grandparents, etc.), you should have been 

taught the ways of the Lord from your youth. This 

should have helped you to avoid many of the sins that 

trouble the young today (and the consequences of 

those sins that can last lifetimes). This should have 

helped you to develop strong morals that have been 

engrained in you from your youth. This should have 

helped you to know what you needed to do whenever 

you did sin (and you did sin – just like those without 

Christian families have sinned). This should have 

helped you to know about the church that Jesus 

Christ died to establish – and why you need to be part 

of his church. This should have helped you develop 

the desire to seek God first throughout your life (in 

all the decisions that you make).  

 Certainly, this is a great blessing! This godly 

influence does not just last during the time children 

live with their parents – or even just while their 

parents are living. Instead, Solomon said, “when he 

is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6)! 

Godly parents and grandparents have a life-long 

influence for the Lord! 

Christian homes 

 The home is under attack by Satan today. In 

fact, he has always wanted to destroy the home. 

Why? Because if a home is governed by Christ, it 

becomes a powerful force for good for generations! 

Those who are “second generation Christians” have 

experienced the blessing of having “Christian 

homes.” 

 While much of the world has struggled 

through their home lives, those who are in "Christian 

homes" can feel safe, loved, and know from first-

hand experience what a “Christian home” looks like. 

Those who have not had “Christian homes” during 

their upbringings and become Christians later in life 

talk of their troubling experiences that those who had 

true “Christian homes” never had to consider (let 

alone actually experience). They tell of the lack of 

love they saw demonstrated between their parents. 

They talk of the abuse they have received (physically 

or emotionally). They talk of parents who were 

drunkards or drug addicts. They talk of 

unfaithfulness between their parents. They talk of 

having a dysfunctional family. They talk about their 

desire to leave the house as soon as they are able. 

They talk of parents who simply had no interest in 

serving the Lord and reading the Bible. They talk of 

rebelling against their parents and not valuing their 

instructions. 

 Those who have experienced a true 

“Christian home,” on the other hand, relate entirely 

different experiences. Though no family (not even a 

Christian family) is free from mistakes, the “second 

generation Christian” often tells of parents who 

loved each other like God commanded. They tell of 

faithfulness in the home. They tell of fathers who 

were the heads of the households, dwelling in 

understanding, and honoring their mothers as weaker 

vessels (as God instructed in 1 Peter 3:7). They tell 

of fathers who were diligent in providing for the 

needs of their families (as God instructed in 1 

Timothy 5:8). They tell of fathers who lovingly 

instructed and disciplined them (as God instructed in 

Ephesians 6:4 and Proverbs 22:6). They tell of 

mothers who respected and submitted to their fathers 

(as God instructed in Ephesians 5:22-24, 33 and 1 

Peter 3:1-6). They tell of mothers who were keepers 

of the home (as God instructed in Titus 2:4-5). They 

tell of mothers who demonstrated great care for their 

families and were hard workers, like the virtuous 

woman of Proverbs 31:10-31. They tell of their 

families faithfully attending the assemblies of the 

local church and being involved in the work of the 

church. They tell of family prayers and Bible studies. 

They talk of honoring, trusting, and obeying their 

parents (as God instructed in Ephesians 6:1-3). 

 Certainly, this is a great blessing and 

privilege that those who are “second generation 

Christians” have enjoyed! 
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Comfort in deaths of loved ones 

 Another privilege afforded to those who are 

“second generation Christians” is the comfort that 

comes when Christian family members pass away 

from this earth. Those who are Christians; but, do not 

have Christian family members do not enjoy this 

same comfort. Instead, the sorrows involved in a 

loved one’s death becomes more difficult by 

considering the punishment God has promised to 

those who are not obedient to Him.  

 However, the Christian who has Christian 

family members (though sorrowed by the loss of the 

physical bonds) is comforted and joyful in that their 

loved ones can enjoy the promised blessings God has 

provided to those who are in Christ Jesus.  

 Therefore, the “second generation Christian” 

takes great comfort in the passages that talk of the 

blessedness of dying “in the Lord.” Psalm 116:15 

says, “Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the death 

of His saints.” Revelation 14:13 says, “Then I heard 

a voice from heaven saying to me, ‘Write:  “Blessed 

are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”’ 

‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their 

labors, and their works follow them.’” 

 This is a great blessing to have while trying 

to cope with the loss of a close physical relationship 

– as it provides a great sense of peace with the 

circumstances that many people simply do not have! 

Left with examples of Christian living 

 The final privilege (that I want to discuss in 

this lesson) that those who are “second generation 

Christians” enjoy is the example that has been set for 

them, concerning what it means to live a Christian 

life.  

 Not only has the “second generation 

Christian” been given wonderful guidance and 

instruction that will help throughout his lifetime; but, 

he has also seen what Christian living looks like 

firsthand! He has seen what it means to sacrifice in 

order to serve the Lord. He has seen what it looks like 

to trust in God always (even when times are 

difficult). He has seen what it means to give time to 

Bible study and prayer. He has seen what it means to 

serve others. He has seen what it means to set good 

examples for others. He has seen what it means to 

teach the gospel of Jesus Christ. He has seen what it 

means to love. He has seen what God’s instructions 

for the home will produce if they are followed. 

 This is a great blessing for the “second 

generation Christian.” Others have not had such 

godly examples set for them on a daily basis 

throughout their lives! 

Challenges Of “Second 

Generation Christians” 

 Indeed, there are great privileges enjoyed by 

those who have had Christian families. However, 

these individuals also must overcome some 

obstacles/challenges that threaten their faith! Some 

of these challenges are unique to those who are 

“second generation Christians” (that is, those who 

have not had Christian families won’t experience 

these challenges in the same ways). 

Romans 2:25-29 

 I want us to think about the Jews again. Just 

prior to Paul talking about the advantage that the 

Jews had in that they were entrusted with the oracles 

of God, he wrote the following to the Jews:  “For 

circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; 

but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision 

has become uncircumcision. Therefore, if an 

uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements 

of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as 

circumcision? And will not the physically 

uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, 

even with your written code and circumcision, are a 

transgressor of the law? For he is not a Jew who is 

one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is 

outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 

Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men 

but from God” (Romans 2:25-29). 

 Paul’s basic exhortation is this (paraphrased):   

“Just because you were born into a Jewish family and 

kept the Law concerning circumcision doesn’t make 

you pleasing to God!” Paul exhorted them that they 
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needed to be obedient to God and not break the Law 

of God. 

 Similarly, those who were brought up in 

“Christian homes” can become satisfied that they 

have obeyed the commandments of God to become 

Christians and attend the services of a Scriptural 

local church; but, not really have a genuine faith that 

trusts and obeys God in all areas of life! So, let’s 

consider some specific challenges that those who are 

“second generation Christians” face. 

Making your faith your own 

 This gets back to the questions I asked at the 

beginning of the lesson. Why are you a Christian? 

Why do you attend the church you currently attend? 

Sometimes the answer is simply, “Because that’s 

how I was raised.” 

 However, like Timothy, true Christian faith 

must run deeper than that! Your faith, though it may 

have first dwelt in your parents and/or grandparents 

(or someone else), cannot be “handed down” or 

“inherited”! You must work to develop your own 

genuine faith! 

 Furthermore, you must also recognize that 

you will not be rewarded for the righteous acts of 

your family members (any more than someone 

without a Christian family will be punished for his 

family’s evil acts). Ezekiel 18:20 says, “The soul 

who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of 

the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The 

righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, 

and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 

himself.” So, you must not rest your faith upon the 

good deeds of your parents/grandparents. Instead, 

you must learn to develop your own genuine faith 

and put that genuine faith into action to serve the 

Lord for yourself! 

Forgetting the true reason for being a 

disciple 

 It is not uncommon for those with Christian 

families to forget the true reason for being a disciple. 

Please remember (whether you have a Christian 

family or not) what the true motivation for 

discipleship must be. Your discipleship must be 

rooted in the love that God has shown in sending His 

Son to die on the cross to save you from your sins – 

and in His promises of reward for His followers and 

punishment for His enemies. 

 Your true reason for being a disciple must not 

be to please someone in your family or to make 

someone in your family “proud” of you! Yet, there 

have been some who have been baptized in order to 

make their parents happy – or to get their family to 

stop asking them, “When are you going to be 

baptized?” There have also been others who only 

continue to attend the services of a local church 

because they want the approval of their parents and 

don’t want to be “disfellowshiped” by their family 

members. 

 Now, it is good to have a desire to make your 

Christian family members happy by your obedience. 

But, please remember that this cannot be your true 

reason for discipleship. If this is your true reason for 

obedience to Christ, you are only going through the 

motions of being a Christian! You are not a true 

disciple! 

Becoming satisfied with complacency 

 Those who are “second generation 

Christians” can easily become complacent rather 

than having the zeal that ought to characterize them. 

Remember that Jesus Christ died on the cross to 

redeem a people from their sins so that they would 

be on fire (zealous) to do the good works He instructs 

(Titus 2:14)! 

 Yet, there are a couple of dangers that 

“second generation Christians” face regarding their 

zeal. First, the gospel may not mean as much to him. 

This shouldn’t be the case – because the individual 

who was raised in a “Christian home” committed sin 

that was just as deadly as the one who was not raised 

in a “Christian home” committed (since all sin is 

deserving of spiritual death, Romans 6:23). 

Therefore, the sacrifice of Christ and the message of 

the gospel is just as important to the salvation of the 

one raised in a “Christian home” as it is to the one 

who was not! Yet, the one who was raised in a 

“Christian home” could believe his sins are not as 

deadly as the sins others have committed. Or, 

perhaps the message of salvation has lost its great 

force on the individual who has heard it throughout 
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his/her lifetime. Either way, he could believe that he 

is not as reliant on Christ’s sacrifice as he really is 

and fail to be “on fire” to serve Him! 

 Second, the “second generation Christian” 

could become satisfied with complacency because he 

has seen examples of “Christians” throughout his 

lifetime who were not “on fire” to serve the Lord. 

Therefore, these negative examples that are present 

in many local churches can present a distorted picture 

of what a Christian’s life is all about. The “second 

generation Christian” might have to struggle to 

overcome these examples of complacency in order to 

live zealously for the Lord. 

 Being able to distinguish between the 

traditions of men and the doctrines of God 

 Finally (of the challenges I plan to discuss in 

this lesson), the “second generation Christian” might 

have an increased difficulty in distinguishing 

between the traditions of men and the doctrines of 

God. There are many things that are done in worship 

and service to God that are merely traditions. And, 

there is a God-given place for traditions in worship 

and service. For instance, the order of services a local 

church follows is often something that is followed 

out of tradition (although the acts are commanded by 

the Lord). Also, the times of services are usually kept 

out of tradition. Certainly other examples could be 

provided. 

 Because the “second generation Christian” 

has “grown up” around these sorts of traditions, he 

may have come to believe that these traditions are in 

place because they are the commandments of the 

Lord. So, he will have to carefully search the 

scriptures and learn to distinguish between the things 

that are done by tradition (as a means to carry out the 

commandments of God) and things that are actually 

instructed by the Lord – and not cause division over 

man-made traditions or bind man-made traditions 

upon others! 

How To Develop A Personal 

Faith 

 Before we close this lesson, I want to 

encourage you to have a personal faith! I hope that 

you will zealously follow the Lord because of your 

own personal conviction and choice – and not 

because “that’s what I’ve been told I should do.” But, 

how can you develop a personal faith? 

Your faith must be personal! 

 First, I want you to fully understand that your 

faith must be personal. If genuine faith was first 

possessed by your parents or grandparents, you must 

learn how you can also develop a genuine faith (2 

Timothy 1:5)! 

 Christianity is not something that is 

“inherited.” Instead, the faith of the gospel 

(Christianity) is something that is learned and 

obeyed! Christianity is not like Judaism. Judaism 

was a nationality (a nation God blessed when it was  

obedient to Him). An individual could be a Jew 

because his parents were Jews. A Jew could be a Jew 

– and not know God or be pleasing to Him until He 

was taught about God and taught to keep His 

commandments. However, Christianity is a personal 

decision – and an individual is not a Christian until 

he/she hears, believes, and obeys the gospel! 

Therefore, when God foretold about His new 

covenant, He said, “No more shall every man teach 

his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from 

the least of them to the greatest of them, says the 

Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 

will remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34). Those 

who would be God’s people under the New Covenant 

would know who God was – because they would 

have been obedient to His commandments in order 

to become His people! 

 Also, I ask that you consider the example of 

some Samaritans in John 4. In John 4, Jesus has 

helped a woman come to the understanding that He 

is the Christ. Consequently, she takes this great news 

to the other Samaritans and many of the Samaritans 
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came to Christ and learned this great truth for 

themselves (John 4:39-41). Notice, then, what the 

Samaritans told the woman:  “Now we believe, not 

because of what you said, for we ourselves have 

heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, 

the Savior of the world” (John 4:42). In the same 

way, if you have always been taught to believe in 

God and be obedient to His instructions, don’t do it 

because of the one who told you. Do it because you 

have examined the evidence for yourself and have 

come to a personal conviction of these truths! 

Remember what God has done for you 

 Whether you have been taught to fear and 

obey God by Christian family members or not, your 

faith must begin at the same point! Your faith must 

begin by realizing that there is a God who created the 

heavens and the earth and who sent His only begotten 

Son to die for you so that you could be forgiven of 

the sins that you have committed – in order that you 

might not experience eternal punishment in Hell for 

your sins; but, that you might have eternal life in 

Heaven! 

 When you begin at this point, the love that 

God has shown for you ought to compel you to give 

your life to the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 says, 

“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge 

thus:  that if One died for all, then all died; and He 

died for all, that those who live should live no longer 

for themselves, but for Him who died for them and 

rose again.” 

Test, Cling, Abstain (1 Thessalonians 5:21-

22) 

 Then, having established what Christ has 

done for you so that you can be saved, you must 

proceed to develop your personal faith by putting 

everything to the test, clinging to what is in harmony 

with the will of God, and abstaining from everything 

that is not in harmony with the will of God! 1 

Thessalonians 5:21-22 says, “Test all things; hold 

fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.” 

 You must examine everything you do, 

believe, and practice. Put it to the test, comparing it 

to the teachings of God’s word. Scrutinize it to see 

whether it is pleasing to God or not – no matter who 

taught you something, how long you have done 

something a particular way, or how much you may 

enjoy it! Find out whether it is pleasing to God or 

not! Study the Bible without any preconceived ideas 

by studying the Bible each time as if you have never 

studied it before! 

 Then, you must cling to those things that are 

in harmony with the word of God. Don’t cling to 

them because they’re what you have always been 

taught. Cling to them because they’re what God tells 

you to do! 

 Finally, abstain (get away from) from 

everything that is not in harmony with the word of 

God. Don’t abstain from something just because it’s 

what you have always been taught to abstain from. 

Abstain from it because God tells you to abstain from 

it! 

 If you follow 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22, you 

will develop a personal faith! Everyone must follow 

the three simple steps in this passage. But, it will 

particularly help those who are “second generation 

Christians” develop a personal faith! 

Conclusion 

 “And the things that you have heard from me 

among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 

2:2). Thanks be to God that there have been many 

faithful Christians who have faithfully taught their 

families the enduring word of God! Whether we have 

had Christian families or not, we should all strive to 

give our children and grandchildren “Christian 

homes”! 

 This lesson has not at all been intended to 

discourage “Christian homes.” Rather, I hope that I 

have encouraged us to pursue “Christian homes.” 

However, there are certain challenges that come with 

being “second generation Christians” that we must 

consider so that we can overcome them – and 

develop a personal faith in Jesus Christ!  
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Study Questions 

 

Why are you a Christian today? Why are you a 

member of the church you are currently a member 

of? Why do you believe the way that you believe? 

 

 

1. Lois, Eunice, And Timothy 

What are you initial impressions from 2 Timothy 1:3-

5? 

 

 

What role did Lois and Eunice play in teaching 

Timothy the ways of God? 

 

 

What did Timothy do with the teaching that he had 

received?  

 

 

2. Privileges Of “Second Generation Christians”  

Are there any similarities to the privilege of the Jews 

(as described in Romans 3:1-2) and the privileges of 

“second generation Christians”? Explain. 

 

 

Please discuss how each one of the following are 

privileges of “second generation Christians”: 

 A. Taught to honor God from youth – 

 

 

 B. Christian homes – 

 

 

 

 C. Comfort in deaths of loved ones – 

 

 

 D. Left with examples of Christian living – 

 

 

3. Challenges Of “Second Generation Christians”  

Are there any similarities between what Paul said 

about the Jews in Romans 2:25-29 and “second 

generation Christians”? Explain. 

 

 

Discuss how each of the following is a challenge for 

“second generation Christians”: 

 A. Making your faith your own – 

 

 

 B. Forgetting the true reason for being a 

disciple – 

 

 

 C. Becoming satisfied with complacency – 

 

 

 

 

 D. Being able to distinguish between the 

traditions of men and the doctrines of God – 

 

 

4. How To Develop A Personal Faith 

Does God expect your faith to be personal? Explain. 
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How will remembering what God has done for you 

help you to develop a personal faith? 

 

 

How will the three steps in 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 

help you to have a personal faith? 

 

 

 


